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of these two authorities a declaration signed by the Commissar
of Education is published giving the schools which are to be
known as model schools. The material collected by all the
workers during the process of selection will be presented in a
report to the Council of People's Commissars for discussion.
Here let us pause for a moment to realise that the Council of
People's Commissars corresponds to our Cabinet; that this
Cabinet, after receiving the report, will appoint a committee
which will discuss in detail this report on schools—the organisa-
tion, methods of teaching, etc.—treating it with the same im-
portance as it does a report on the transport system, or the next
Five-Year Plan for electricity development.
There are many other institutions carrying on educational
research. The research into education for national minorities
and backward groups, which offers its own peculiar problems,
is carried on by the special institutes in Leningrad and Moscow,
and, with their help, by regional institutes of the national
minorities- In the Institute for Northern Peoples in Leningrad
much work was being done on the Latinisation of existing
alphabets and the creation of new ones. When I was there in
April 1934, several research expeditions were preparing to leave
for the Far North. In Moscow, in the Research Institute for
National Minorities, I met the leader of the research party which
had spent some months in Karaganda, in Kazakstan, in studying
the methods and results of education in Kazak schools. The
party underwent several months* preparation for the work,
including some acquisition of the native language. The enquiry
resulted in very valuable material both as regards achievement
and failure, The report which will be produced as a result of the
enquiry will also include suggestions for improvement, and should
do much to help Kazakstan in the attainment of a higher educa-
tional standard. The other Asiatic regions find this material
equally useful, since they have many problems in common with
Kazakstaru
Polytechnisation, too, has its own research institute, wiiieh
special schools attached to it in town and country where it

